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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 

Twenty-fifth Report — “The use of Public Examinations by the Corruption and Crime Commission” — Tabling 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [3.08 pm]: I am directed to present report 25 of the Joint 

Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission, entitled “The use of Public Examinations by the 

Corruption and Crime Commission”. 

[See paper 4369.] 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: The ability for the Commissioner of the Corruption and Crime Commission to open CCC 

examinations to the public has been a controversial aspect of the work and role of the CCC since its inception in 

2004. Although the CCC’s predecessor body, the Anti-Corruption Commission, was said to have been grossly 

undermined by the fact that it was statutorily bound to secrecy, the ability of the CCC to submit its examinations 

to the gaze of the citizens of Western Australia has not been without its own difficulties. 

It is an unfortunate fact that some past public CCC examinations have produced a range of unsatisfactory 

outcomes. As a result of this inquiry, the committee has formed the firm view that the act of opening a CCC 

examination to the public should be an exceedingly rare occurrence. Although it is clearly beneficial for CCC 

examinations to be open to the public in certain circumstances, determining when the circumstances are right is 

incredibly difficult. A significant reason for this is the vehicle by which CCC examinations are “opened to the 

public.” Although CCC examinations are opened to the public in the literal sense, in reality the overwhelmingly 

vast majority of Western Australians view the opened examinations through the lens of the media. As the 

publicity, and, as a result, the popular comprehension, that flows from an open examination cannot be 

determined in advance, it is very difficult for the CCC commissioner to adequately weigh the privacy and 

judicial rights of witnesses before opening an examination to the public, as is required by the Corruption and 

Crime Commission Act 2003. This is less of a problem if some facts of the incident being investigated are 

generally known or if rumour and innuendo pertaining to the incident in question is rife. In circumstances such 

as these, the Corruption and Crime Commission is right to open examination to the public, as transparent 

investigations in such circumstances build confidence in the governance of Western Australia. However, 

circumstances such as these are rare.  

The Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission concurs with the Parliamentary 

Inspector of the Corruption and Crime Commission’s opinion that the CCC’s discretion to open examinations to 

the public has miscarried in the past and regards this as a significant issue. Even in the right circumstances, the 

committee has found that there is much that could be done by the CCC to improve its public examination 

processes. It is an unfortunate fact that the CCC has previously not done enough to preserve procedural fairness 

during public examinations, to the great detriment of many CCC witnesses and, indeed, to the detriment of the 

reputation of the CCC itself. While on the whole the evidence received by the committee was overwhelmingly in 

favour of the commissioner retaining the discretion as to whether or not to open a particular examination to the 

public, that evidence was coupled by an equally compelling need for legislative amendments so as to ensure that 

all future witnesses are afforded a greater level of procedural fairness than historically has been the case. To this 

end, the committee has recommended that the Corruption and Crime Commission Act be amended to more 

precisely stipulate how examinations should be conducted. 

 


